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At the end of February, we begin our Lenten journey, moving with Jesus from Galilee to Jerusalem, from
an upper room to a garden, from a cross to a tomb. Traditionally, Lent has been a time when we focus on
various spiritual disciplines, or practices, that deepen our engagement with the Holy. Making
commitments to prayer, sacrifice, service, giving and study are all ways through which Christians seek to
engage with the power of the Spirit of God.
In preparation for this season, | have been reviewing study and devotional materials for us to
use to support our congregationds walk in faith. I came
you might enjoy it as a prelude to this important season. How better to prepare than to read the whole

bible before we begin a season of holy reflection? F
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The Bible in 50 Words!

God made

Eve bit

Noah arked
Abraham split
Joseph ruled
Jacob fooled
Bush talked
Moses balked
Pharaoh plagued
People walked
Sea divided
Tablets guided
Promise landed
Saul freaked
David peeked
Prophets warned
Jesus born
God Walked
Love talked
Anger crucified
Hope died

Love rose
Spirit flamed
Word spread
God remained.

Jim Spinks*
*R U M O R S #539, -zReaforpdopleMi fdith vatmadsensebof humor 2009 -02-01; http://ralphmiltonsrumors
.blogspot.com/2009/01/preaching -materials -for-february -8th.html
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people of Santee UMC met for a day
visioning retreat, considering where and
how God is calling us to live out the larger
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Worship Highlights

Feb. 5 & Fifth Sunday after Epiphany o0 Primary

mission of the United Methodist Church o] Texts: Isaiah 40:21 -31: Mark 1:29 -39
0to make disciples of J I's Rehr i sganfda’ DisM®ust past
transformation of the wo 1. Owno is currently on study leave, will be with us

Throughout the day we considered
the following: What are our great joys and
passions? What gifts and callings do we
have as a community? Who are the people
of Santee, the surrounding areas? What are
their needs and their dreams?

Everyone had been asked to read the

book, 0Bear (seegelated article t Join us this day as we continue our exploration
get a copy to read too!) . We shared our of how the glory of God is_exhibited through
insights and questions ut jetshyes aguptgh o sBebr at e Sco

simple yet essential question
ministry ©6so that
ask the question why do we exist? What
are the signs of our fruitfulness? Does what
we do help us be disciples of Jesus Christ?
Does it cause us to go out into the world
serving in Christds
love? Does it help us invite others to
become disciples?

We explored demographics of a 3

mile radius around the church: the ageS, between Ep|phany and Lent. Come as we
backgrounds, education, economics and remember the remarkabl e
family -styles. We looked at material that mountain -top experience with Jesus and

gave us clues on how we might reach out
more effectively. We reviewed our current
vision statement: Community in Christ,
Welcoming All, Reaching Out, Transforming
Lives.

Then, we spent the rest of the day
wrestling with our vision, seeking clarity
based on what we identified as who we are,
what our values and passions are and what
are the needs in our mission field.

We will be sharing in worship and in
other venues over the next two months
more about this. The whole congregation
will be given opportunities to speak to what
is being developed so that we discern
together what our vision is for the next few
years and then set out to live it with
purpose, passion and power together.
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OFdd. doe @ Trén¥figufatioh Suhdaf S & Primary Text:

this Sunday to preach and celebrate
communion while Pastor Sandy is on vacation.
Come hear her power f ul
Not Heard?5¢

Feb. 12 0 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
Text: Matthew 6:1 -6

o Primary

honor our young people for their work on their

I thadged @ndl thee dit8 dill bé BishetsOgreeters
and hosts of Coffee Chat! Bill Grill, scout
master and lay speaker, will be bringing the
morning message.

2 Corinthians 4:3 -6; Mark 9:2 -9
Pastor Sandy returns to the pulpit as we
celebrate the last Sunday of Ordinary time

celebrate our own.

Feb. 22 8 Ash Wednesday & Primary Text: Joel 2:1 -
2,12 -17; Matthew 6:1 -6, 16 -21
We begin our observance of Lent tonight at our
7 pm service. Itis a solemn time of repentance,
forgiveness, renewal and new beginnings. Start
your Lenten journey exploring the spiritual
disciplines for a meaningful walk of faith.

Feb. 26 0 First Sunday of Lent
Mark 1:9 -15
Our t heme for t his
Turning Towar ds Ho me .
calls us to leave our temptations behind and to
turn toward a life in the Kingdom.

0 Primary Text:
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Time To Party

Q Tuesday, February 21 from

6 0 8 pm Santee UMC will gather
together t o

Tuesday! 6 Huh?
ask? Well, the season of Lent has
traditionally been a time of
prayer, penitence, and fasting.
Ridding the house of cooking fats
and meats and having a last

party before Lent began has
existed in  many Christian
communities. Mardi Gras,

Carnival, and Shrove Tuesday are
all different names for the same
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Easter (Sundays are not included
in the count). Lent is a time
when Christians prepare for
Easter by observing a period of
fasting, repentance, moderation

¢ el ed sgirkusl disciflifie@The Bible
Whiget fbSmenhtinaakh Wedh¥sday

or the custom of Lent, however,
the practice of repentance and
mourning in ashes is found in 2
Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1; Job
2:8; Daniel 9:3; and Matthew
11:21. ("Copyright General Board
of Discipleship. www.GBOD.org

Mor e t

Used by permission.")

On Wednesday,

2012
Fruitful Living will help cultivate
the essential practices of a
life lived in grace - to receive
God's love, to love God in return,
to grow in Christ, to serve others,
and to give back.

Weekly discussion groups
will begin the week of Feb. 25 and
continue through the first week of
April 1. Book order forms and
discussion sign -up sheets will be
available on Sunday Feb. 5, 12, &
19. Please indicate which day or
ni ght of t he
available for a discussion group.
You can also call the office to sign
up for a study and/or order a

we ek

thing. Feb. 22 at 7 book. Study books are $9.00

This year, weo# “"om! € we ol | ebch.gi Books can also be
our own party before Lent begins. our  Lenten downloaded on a Kindle for
Sign up at worship or by calling journey with a contemporary Ash $9.60.) Even i f you
the ghurc;h office to bring your Wednesday service. disdVesioh | group,s econsider
favorite dish for a potluck supper. the imposition of ashes and ordering or downloading the book
Dress in your own del8bPate IH¥lyeCorndidn @d we for your Lenten reading.
Grasd6 clothes, Weglogi@n BYSK 5Turn Towar disetsmemake this
think bright and funky! _ Letds get a start caasomafroittulfortydaysint as
_ There will be music, we gather together in worship
limbo, crafts and a number of this night.
games for people of__all L 0
al so have an 0Al | efsN &P P

aeion  Thank You!l!

fill in with our own pictures of

Lenten Daiy

Easter joy and promise. At the i We want to say Thank You to the

end of the night, DISC(HS$IO|nnGE\0u| ; Y

celebration call ed Burying t he :;it?rliis mzotv(\:/:aeange(xjrstr\]/\ithg::r;h

Alleluiadé in which ewsing |the iy weieks @fplens u r 'g'| Vo 'y

banner , putting aw3apteeo WVMQ ewilly ihave ¢the Janltorlgﬁ_erwce. h

until Easter Sunday. As we get opportunity to join in personal iInene Johnson

ready to begin Lerand smaltgoup pefectop, Mary Lopez

Santee UMC! exploring together the book, Mary Ann Buseck
OForty Days of Fru Cherry Garvin

Charlotte Draime
Brandie Johnson
Midge Harder

This book guides us through daily
readings designed to inspire and
encourage us. Forty Days of

g@@@@@@@@@_@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@g
g February Birthday Bashiistsitiaysash &

was in January and one and all had great fun. So, calling all of Q

ASh WedI‘IESday @you with birthdays in February to keep the joy going! Pastor
. Sandy wi || host this monthos birt@day
Worship

Sunday, February 19 from 3 0 5 pm . All February birthday

folks & watch for your invitation in the mail! Please RSVP by
n Western Christianity, Ash & Feb. 15 to Pastor Sandy at pastor@santeeumc.org or the church
Wednesdaymarksthefirstday’ of fice. | f you havenot giVen the@chur
or the start of the season of Lent, love that you do so you too can get an invitation! S

which begins 40 days prior to

9 =
999999999999999999999999999999


http://www.gbod.org/

O Cel

1911

United

of Mission

During worship on Sunday,

January 22, the Santee unit of
the United Methodist Women
celebrated their mission service,

installed new officers and
presented their 2011 Mission
Awards. The women led the

service as ushers, greeters and
liturgists. Pastor Sandy installed
the new officers during the 8:15
am service. They are: President:
Sandra Hall ; Vice President:
Martha Landon ; Secretary:
Stuhmer; Treasurer:
Smothermon ;  Spiritual
Dessie Auston ; Program
Resources: Inez Hopewell ;
Education & Interpretation: Kay
Belchamber ; and Prayer Partners:
Peg Peasley. They celebrated that
they met their pledge to mission
to the district and conference and
were able, through the support of
the congregation, to raise over
$4000 for local mission outreach.
Every year, the UMW
also celebrates the mission
service of members of the
congregation, highlighting
sacrifice, energy, commitment,
support and generosity. For
2011, the Santee UMW surprised
and honored Shinene Johnson,
Dennis Rymer and Jason Chase.

Deena
Marty
Growth:

Congratulations to our three
Mission Award Honorees. You
are wonder ful mo d

ministry and mission!
The UMW is also starting
a new group for women which will
meet in the evenings. Beginning
on Wednesday, January 25 at
6:30 pm, the new circle, led by
Barbara Rymer, gathered for the
first time. If you would like to
join them, they will meet on the
4t Wednesdays of the month in
t he churchos

For more information please

Methodist Women
Celebrate a NeW Yaarou for your leadership and

ebrating Mor e
2012
contact Barbara at 619 -328-1454 year ds Jurisdictiona
or bmiller80@cox.net. But , wi t h Bi shop
The UMW is off to a great retirement, the California -Pacific
new year! Congratulations to all Annual Conference knows we will
be assigned a new Episcopal
mission efforts. leader.
P In  July 2012, the Western
VWP IIP Jurisdictional meeting  will be
Volunteers Needed fo Id here in San Diego, drawing
L. Ms from Alaska, Washington,
Jurisdictional Conferenegeson idano, Colorado, Arizona,
Nevada, California, and Hawaii.
This means that we, the UMs in
very four years, the UMC the San Diego District, are the
hol_ds its Genergl Conference, hosts for this event.
which gathers laity and clergy Efforts are gearing up to recruit
from around the world to : .
worship, pray, review our mission volunteers  for this upcoming
priorities, structures and budgets event to be held July 18 -
and make decisions about how 21. Since it will be held at the
we move forward. From April 24 Town and Country Hotel in
0 May 4, 2012 delegates will meet Mission Circle in San Diego, the
in Tampa, Florida to do this Local Arrangements Committee is
Lth(r)é:]ant work of the larger hoping that many people in the
In the summer following San Diego District will be
General Conference, interested in working as
Jurisdictional Conferences are volunteers at the conference. It
held to elect Episcopal leaders will take a lot of different people
and assign them to Annual with a lot of different skills to
Conferen_ces, elect other qfﬂ(_:ers make this work. A form is
and to discuss how the mission . . .
- available in the church office
and vision of the general church .
will be live out in each region. that you can fill out to let the
Due to a decision at the General Committee know of your interest
Church level to cut the number of and availability. There is a wide
Episcopal leaders across the variety of help being sought so
denomination, and due to the there is something for just about
retirement of our own B|shqp everyone to do.
Swenson, our Jurisdiction will
not elect a new bishop at this
OFERN SIS KETIRORWVARERG RO RERS Y
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Pastor Sandy on Vacation

Pastor Sandy will be on vacation from Saturday,

Feb. 4 6 Feb. 11.

Randa

emergencies.

DdAoust
During office hours, you can call

While she is away, Pastor
wi || be q

Bill Grill and he will contact Pastor Randa for
Wu. e fAlteghourg, olegse call her directly on her cell phone at

619.884.84609.
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